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PAB ANTI-VIBRATION 
PLATFORM  £265 UPWARDS
This isolation platform consists of 
a base shelf which holds four posts 
that serves to suspend a second 
shelf above it, held in place by nylon 
cord and ‘tensioners’: four screw 
knobs that preserve the gap between 
the two shelves. I reviewed the 
standard version but a larger, heavier 
Special Edition (SE) version can 
also be purchased. For comparative 
purposes, I began the tests by playing 
a compressed chart CD via my Icon 
Audio X-1 CD player on a basic, 
light table, sitting on a suspended 
wooden floor. Bass was plump, 
producing a rhythm like a sinking 
soufflé, while upper mids were sharp 
and forward, treble was rasping and 
the soundstage lazy and flabby in its 
arrangement.
 Replacing the table with the PAB 
made vocals clearer, more precise 

and emotional with a dramatic 
reduction in brightness. Bass was 
appreciably tighter while offering 
more personality. Soundstaging was 
also tidier which allowed subtle 
harmonic vocals to emerge while 
layered synths now had greater 
presence. In fact, after a few 
minutes, the X-1 settled into the 
platform and each of these facets 
further improved. Comparing the 
PAB with my reference Atacama 
Equinox isolation shelving, the PAB 
had the edge in terms of clarity 
and transparency. Replay was a 
touch smoother while compression 
frequencies were reduced. This meant 
that bass exhibited slightly more 
control and heft via the PAB while 
vocals appeared calmer and richer in 
tone.
 Changing tack, I moved to vinyl 
but not in the way you might expect. 
Instead of shifting to the turntable, 

I decided to see 
how effective the 
PAB could be, so I 
sat my two-box, Icon Audio 
PS2 phono amp on top of the 
PAB which, in turn, sat on top of 
an Equinox shelf. The combination 
improved matters further than the 
PS2 sitting directly on the Equinox, 
enhancing the stereo image and 
further focusing the soundstage, 
giving it more structure and balance. 
In addition, extra distortion was 
taken out of the hi-fi chain so that 
greater degrees of instrumental 
nuance could be heard over all 
frequencies while vocals and organic 
instruments were tonally more 
believable. It’s a lot of cash for one 
isolation shelf but the performance 
response is unquestionable; this 
shows the importance of fighting 
distortion and microphony in the hi-fi 
chain. PR
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